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Peer Veri�cation / Academic Assessment Survey

The Offset Network's Peer Review Process provides a tool for institutions of higher education to evaluate each 
other's carbon offset projects. For the project implementer, this process can result in the generation of carbon offset 
credits that the institution can utilize for their Second Nature or internal climate commitments. For the peer 
institution, this process presents the opportunity for students to gain valuable experience evaluating carbon offset 
projects.

NOTE: Answers submitted through this survey will be posted to offsetnetwork.org and made publicly available upon 
approval by the Peer Review Committee.

Section 1: Your Expertise

Duke University undergrads plant trees as part of a peer veri�cation carbon
offset project in Durham, NC.
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Explain how your expertise prepares you to act as an advisor of students through validation & veri�cation 
requirements.

Energy e�ciency

Forestry and land-use

Fuel switching

Methane capture and storage

Renewable energy

GHG accounting and offset methodologies

Other:

What is your subject matter expertise(s)?
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GHG accounting and offset methodologies are very related to the work I accomplish as the 
Program Coordinator for the Duke Carbon Offsets Initiative (DCOI). In this position I develop 
and implement carbon offset projects, pilot novel offset ideas, and build guidance documents 
to inform future projects of varying types including: forestry, energy e�ciency, livestock biogas, 
and conservation. My o�ce presently represents the only full-time staff within higher education 
dedicated to carbon offset project development and addressing persistent barriers like the 
rigidity of protocols and the cost of veri�cation within both compliance and voluntary offset 
markets. 
 
One of the primary efforts my o�ce has undertaken is the construction of a peer veri�cation 
option to avoid the costly services of consultants that provide ISO-accredited veri�cation for 
offset projects. Convening an academic and professional committee, and drawing from the 
good-practice guidance provided by current voluntary and compliance market programs, we 
have worked to simplify the veri�cation process - its language and documentation 
requirements - so that subject matter experts may perform these tasks and engage students in 
the process. 
 
I also work to simplify existing GHG program protocols and have created offset protocols in 
Afforestation and Urban Forestry, as well as developing excel based quanti�cation tools to 
simplify the project development of livestock methane capture projects and agricultural nitrous 
oxide abatement through reduced synthetic fertilizer application.

Yes

No

Other: I have provided review for papers, but not formally through a journal

Please describe your subject matter expertise in more detail here:
(200 words)

How long have you worked on this subject?
6-10 years

Have you peer reviewed academic papers in this �eld?
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3

Yes

No

Other:

1. Duke Carbon Offsets Initiative Urban Forestry Protocol v2.1, 
https://sustainability.duke.edu/sites/default/�les/urbanforestprotocol.pdf 
2. Afforestation Protocol v1.4 http://offsetnetwork.org/s/AfforestationProtocolOption2.pdf 
3. http://offsetnetwork.org/resources-guidance/ 
      - Project Description Document: instruction document and template 
      - Veri�cation Report: instruction document and template

How many?

Have you published within academic journals, online, or in other formats
related to your areas of expertise?

Please provide up to 5 of your most relevant publications:
(200 words)
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My familiarity and expertise with carbon offsets prepares me to successfully evaluate offset 
projects, protocols, and guidance documents. My everyday work involves thinking through the 
common offset project issues of permanence, additionality, veri�ability, enforceability, and real 
(PAVER). At times my work involves advising other institutions in their pursuits to implement 
offset projects. I am familiar with the Climate Action Reserve, Veri�ed Carbon Standard, 
American Carbon Registry, and California Air Resource Board carbon offset programs. I am in 
regular communication with subject matter experts for speci�c projects and currently 
coordinate swine waste to energy, urban forestry, and energy e�ciency projects.

Section 2: Your familiarity with offsets

In this section, responses will focus on your former experience with offset projects, protocols, and veri�cation.

Yes

No

Other:

Explain your expertise and how it prepares you to evaluate project success,
failure, or necessary improvements; protocol viability; and guidance
document creation related to the subject matter areas.
(200 words)

Have you been involved with the implementation or development of a
carbon offset project before?
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Project coordinator/manager for an on-going swine-waste to energy anaerobic digestion 
project in NC and an energy e�ciency program in SC, implementer/organizer for 5+ urban 
forestry projects.

Yes

No

Other:

I have built carbon offset protocols, building from the foundation of existing protocols that 
were not widely adopted and did not lead to many projects being actualized.

Yes

No

Other: Not yet, but we are hoping to move in that direction with the protocols soon.

Explain what your role was and the type of project you helped to actualize.
(200 words)

Have you ever developed or contributed to a carbon offset project protocol?

Explain your role and the substance of your contributions.
(200 words)

Was the protocol accepted by an existing GHG Program?
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Verra/Veri�ed Carbon Standard

Gold Standard

Climate Action Reserve

American Carbon Registry

Offset Network

Other:

Yes

No

Other:
Is this question asking about credits that came from the protocol - or from projects
developed/implemented?

Least familiar

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Most familiar

0

1-5

6-10

11-20

20+

Which GHG Program?

Have projects used the protocol to issue credits?

What is your comfort-level and familiarity with carbon offset protocols?

How many carbon offset protocols have you read?
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Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

The Greenhouse Gas Management Institute offers an online certi�cate training program in GHG 
Accounting. I completed the 202 Greenhouse Gas Project Level Accounting Course as well as 
the 401 Principles of Veri�cation course, and received a certi�cate of completion for the 401 
course.

Section 3: Advisory capacity and experience

Have you veri�ed a carbon offset project before?

Which protocol did you veri�er in accordance with?

Have you completed training or educational programs related to carbon
offsets, veri�cation, GHG accounting principles or other relevant skills to
evaluating carbon offset projects?

If you answered yes above, which trainings or programs have you
completed?
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This section focuses on your student advisory experience.

At the DCOI I manage 2-3 student research assistants year round. I also act as the client for 
graduate students through their master's project, and advisor for students conducting relevant 
research. This experience and familiarity working with students and within the academic 
environment prepares me to be an effective advisor through the veri�cation process.

My familiarity with offset protocols and the general requirements of offset projects through the 
ISO 14064-1/2/3 for project accounting and 14065 for veri�cation provide the knowledge base 
necessary to assess project success, and advise validation and veri�cation. I will note that my 
subject matter expertise is broad in its applicability to all projects from the perspective of GHG 
accounting, but I am not a subject matter expert for any speci�c project types and those 
viewpoints would complement my general offset project knowledge excellently.

Yes. I have conducted many job interviews as well as interviews for research purposes.

Thank you!

As a veri�er, it will be your job to oversee the work of others and guide them
through the process of generating a carbon offset veri�cation report, what
experience do you have that prepares you to advise and oversee this type of
a project?
(200 words)

What experience and technical skills prepare you to effectively assess
project implementation success to advise validation or veri�cation for
offset projects of your selected subject matter expertise?
Example: For tree planting projects, are you a trained arborist or are you experienced gathering DBH and assessing
standing carbon? (200 words)

Are you experienced conducting interviews?
Provide a brief description of your experience
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Based on your answers and responses received on offsetnetwork.org, you may qualify for academic 
assessment, peer veri�cation, neither, or both. If approved for any of these roles, your answers will be made 
publicly available on offsetnetwork.org. We will also share information about how to attain higher quali�cation 
for different roles on offsetnetwork.org as those opportunities become available!

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.
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